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Whilst with 
any radio 
station, the 

best known names are 
those heard on the air, 
but there are a number 
of equally important 
number of people 
working behind the 
scenes. 
Laser 558, based in 
the North sea, was 
extremely popular 
in Europe, and was 
run from an office in 
New York’s Madison 
Avenue. One of the 
staff there was Janet 
Bardini. Chris Edwards 
caught up with her, 
when she was in 
London recently, and 
asked…

A bit of background on you, 
where you were born and 
brought up.
I’m from New York City. I grew 

up in an Italian-American house-
hold, in the suburbs of New York. 
New York is the number one radio 
market in America. So I was one 
of these kids who were totally 
engrossed in radio. I listened to 
radio nonstop. 

How did you get into radio? 
Why radio? 
I was a big of a fan as a kid. 

There was AM pop radio: WABC, 
WNBC. When rock radio came 
about, I listened to a lot of those 
radio stations in New York: 
WNEW, WPLJ. So I specifically 
went to university to work at their 

radio station. That was Fordham 
University. At that time Fordham 
was a student run 50 thousand watt 
radio station. They had a mix of 
different programming. They had 
block programming, but during the 
evening the students programmed 
their own music. I did not major 
in Communications, but I worked 
at the radio station. I did news. I 
went out reporting. I had my own 
radio show. I did programming. 
From there being in the number 
one market in New York, it was 
very easy to get a job, especially 
if you were a news person, you 
could go work on the news desk of 
one of the stations or the television 
stations. Doing jock work was a bit 
more difficult. You could not come 
out of college and join number 
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Left: Bradley Ughetta from MMI

Right Page: Bridget, John Moss, 
Sandra, Ellen & Roy Lindau. 

(MMI New York Office)
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one, WNEW. Basically most of 
us went to the suburban stations. 
That’s what I did. I worked on a 
couple of different suburban radio 
stations as the midday host and 

Music Director. 

How did Laser come about?
I was just out of school in 1985. 

I had a part time weekend shift on 

a radio station. I was hoping to get 
a full time radio job. I was reading 
the New York Times employment 
section and saw an advert that 
read like this: “English speaking 
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European radio station looking for 
an administrative assistant for their 
New York office.” I said “What is 
this? English speaking European 
radio station?” I did not suspect 
anything about pirate radio. So I 
went down to the Madison Avenue 
office of Music Media Interna-
tional.  I had an interview with 
John Moss, who had taken over 
from Roy Lindau. He explained 
to me what a pirate radio station 
was; it’s in international waters 
broadcasting from a ship in the 
North Sea. He told me Radio 
Laser was unique in the sense 
it was all American jocks. That 
was the appeal. He was looking 
for administrative assistance, 
like a secretary, to work in the 
day to day office. So I thought 
“Pirate radio? The North Sea? 
What the heck is this?” Anyway 
I went back and spoke to Donald 
J. Barnett, the general manager 
of WFUV at Fordham Univer-
sity. I told him; “There’s a job 
in this office that represents a 
pirate radio station. What do you 
know about pirate radio?” His 
response was “You will probably 
not get paid but you will have 
a really great time.” So I took 
the job at Music Media Interna-
tional and assisted in the day to 
day operations of the Madison 
Avenue office.

Who else was there at the time?
John Moss was running it. The 

Sales force was Bradley Ughetta 
and a woman named Ellen. Sandy 
was the office manager. It was a 
front because they couldn’t sell 
advertising time in the UK. They 
had to have a clandestine office. 
They opened it up as Music Media 
International where they sold time 
on an international radio station. 
Laser’s fan club was also based 
there. They pitched multinational 
corporations like Virgin Atlantic, 
because Virgin Atlantic was coming 
up at that time, and Coca Cola.  Also 
other small shops. It all went through 
Music Media International. So that’s 
how I ended up with Radio Laser. 

Did you get from there to 
London?
There was no London office. 

John went there. He worked out 
of a business centre somewhere. 
He’s an incredible sales person. 
He‘s an incredible radio executive. 
There was no official office. There 
couldn’t be, we would have been 
locked up. I did go there when 
Laser was going to celebrate its 
first year on the air. There was 
supposed to be a big party at the 
Hippodrome. It did not happen. 
It was my first time in London. I 
thought that it was the coolest place 
to be. It was a dream come true. 

Did you go to the ship?
I did. One day John Moss called 

me when I was at the Portobello 
Hotel and said “Get ready we are 
going to go to the ship. Meet me 
and Joanne (his wife) at Victoria”. 
I thought this could be fun. I met 
him there with his wife. We took 
the train to Ramsgate. I asked “Who 
are we meeting there?” He said 
“Like some shady character.” I 
thought that we were going out 
on a big boat. We went out on 
a speedboat. We were exposed 
to the elements. Unfortunately, 
the weather had turned when we 
came back. There was thunder and 
lightning. I thought “Oh my God, I 
am going to die on the North Sea.”

How did you get on the ship?
We got there on the speedboat. 

When we arrived, The Commu-
nicator crew and some dee jays 
greeted us. Tommy (Rivers) was 

I have pictures of the studio. 
Everything was on cart. “ ”
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not there. Ric (Harris) was there. 
Chris Carson was there. Liz (West) 
was not there. Tommy and Liz 
were away in Morocco on a trip. 
Charlie Wolf was there. The other 
female jock was Erin Kelly. Jonelle 
was not there. I had met Jonelle 
off the ship. She came later. This 
was in May 1985.

Before they had Holly Michaels 
and Jessie Brandon.
They were way earlier. I never 

met them. But I was on the ship. I 
have pictures of the studio. Every-
thing was on cart. I continued to 
work for Radio Laser in the New 
York office until everything ended.

What happened after that? Did 
it just close up one day or run 
down gradually?
What happened was they could 

not operate anymore, because the 
DTI was circling them. They had 
to sneak out of there in the middle 
of the night. That was the end of it. 

It was kind of sad. They were a 
big deal. I remember the first time 
I flew to London in May 1985. 
It was when Virgin Atlantic first 
began operating, so they only had 
one flight in or out of Newark 
airport every day. I flew first class. 
I was 25 years old. I thought to 
myself: I am in London staying 

at the Portobello Hotel, where 
many rockers stay. I am having 
a great time. I am eating Indian 
food and I am going to record 
stores. People knew about Radio 
Laser, you heard it everywhere.

They were wall to wall at one 
time. Every cafe or shop you 
went into had Laser on. In 
traffic jams, they were on. 
On building sites, they were 
playing.
I heard Laser more than I heard 

Capital Radio. In the shops and 
in the cars.

What did you do after Laser?
After that I got a job at a New 

York suburban radio station, 
WXPS 107.1. I was the Music 
Director and the Midday Host 
. Myself and the Programme 
Director, Paul Cavalconte, devel-
oped a new format which is still 
used today: Adult Album Alter-
native (Triple A). We were the 
forerunners of developing this 
format. From there, I became a 
Shadow traffic reporter. I was not 
in the helicopter but I worked in 
the studios. I worked on some 
very big radio stations as a traffic 
reporter, such as Z100 which was 
number one in the market.  I was 
also the afternoon traffic reporter 

for the classic rock station Q104.3. 
Life in the #1 radio market was 
fun but stressful, late night shows, 
parties, etc. I ran myself down 
and I developed Chronic Fatigue, 
you call it ME here. I got really 
sick. It was the kind of thing that 
no one knew how to fix, how 
to deal with it, how to treat it. 
Someone said to me “Why don’t 
you try acupuncture and Chinese 
medicine?” That’s what I did. I 
got better. It peaked my interest in 
learning more about it. I ditched 
my radio career to go back to 
school to get a doctrine. I did 
some radio on a part time basis 
on a couple of different stations 
when they needed me. But as I 
began my acupuncture practice 
I said “No. I’m not doing radio 
anymore”.

Fast forward: WFUV eventu-
ally became a NPR radio station, 
National Public Radio. It’s part 
of New York public radio. It’s a 
member-supported, non- com-
mercial radio station that gets 
most of its funding from listeners 
and the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting.  My friend, the late 
Rita Houston, whom I worked 
with at WXPS 107.1, became the 
Programme Director.  She was a 
well respected, well known broad-
caster in America and especially 

We get out on the ship (...) Charlie Wolf 
was there. The other female jock was Erin 
Kelly. Rick (Harris) was there.

l. to r.: Craig Novak, Erin Kelly, Charlie 
Wolf and Ric Harris.

“
”
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in the NPR world. She was the 
kind of person who discovered 
artists before everyone else. She 
discovered artists like Adele and 
Mumford and Sons. In 2018, we 
were out one night to see Paul 
Simon play his last show. A week 
later, I got a phone call from Rita 
while I was in London on holiday. 
She said “Hey, I want to talk to 
you about something. Do you want 
to come back and do some radio 
for us? It’s like riding a bike, you 
never forget how to do it.” I said 
“Yes, sure why not?” So since 
2018, I have been the Saturday 
morning host on WFUV 90.7FM, 
WFUV.org. You could stream it 
worldwide. It’s a very popular 
radio station that carries on the 
triple A format that we developed.

 
You have also moved into 
acupuncture and Chinese 
medicine?
I have my own practice with 

physiotherapists. I have studied 
in China and taken post graduate 
course work worldwide. I’ve also 
lectured in London at the Uni-
versity of Westminster. It’s the 
medicine for today. During the 
peak of Covid, Chinese medicine 
practitioners around the world 
relied on the herbal medicine for-

The MV Communicator in 1984
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mulas that doctors were using in 
the Wuhan hospitals to treat Covid. 
And even post Covid, acupuncture 
and Chinese medicine continues 
to help.  That’s my life. I live in 
New York in Harlem. I am really 
happy to start travelling again. I 
am happy to be back in London. 
It’s my second home. I hope to be 
traveling more.

Listen to Janet Bardini on 
Saturdays from 6-10am ET, 
streaming on WFUV.org.

Janet Bardini interview by Chris 
Edwards, transcribed by David 
Burton © OEM 2022

Ellen the sales person

Sandy and Janet  
in the MMI office


