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hilst with
any radio
station, the

best known names are
those heard on the air,
but there are a number
of equally important
number of people
working behind the
scenes.

Laser 558, based in
the North sea, was
extremely popular
in Europe, and was
run from an office in
New York’s Madison
Avenue. One of the
staff there was Janet

Bardini. Chris Edwards

caught up with her,
when she was in

London recently, an
asked...

A bit of background on you,
where you were born and
brought up.

I’'m from New York City. I grew
up in an [talian-American house-
hold, in the suburbs of New York.
New York is the number one radio
market in America. So I was one
of these kids who were totally
engrossed in radio. I listened to
radio nonstop.

How did you get into radio?

Why radio?

I was a big of a fan as a kid.
There was AM pop radio: WABC,
WNBC. When rock radio came
about, I listened to a lot of those
radio stations in New York:
WNEW, WPLIJ. So [ specifically
went to university to work at their
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radio station. That was Fordham
University. At that time Fordham
was a student run 50 thousand watt
radio station. They had a mix of
different programming. They had
block programming, but during the
evening the students programmed
their own music. I did not major
in Communications, but I worked
at the radio station. I did news. |
went out reporting. [ had my own
radio show. I did programming.
From there being in the number
one market in New York, it was
very easy to get a job, especially
if you were a news person, you
could go work on the news desk of
one of the stations or the television
stations. Doing jock work was a bit
more difficult. You could not come
out of college and join number
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LASER HONES IN ON
ADVERTISING BEAN

R
LASER DEEJAYS FiC MARRIS DAVIOLEE STONE, JESSIE BRANDON, CAPT AN BUZT CODY, JOE YOUNG & STEVE MASTERS
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Laser 558, the American-based North
£ea pirate radio ship, will canry
commercials “within the month™
according o the man selling ils aidime,
Roy Lindau of Music Media International
in Mew York.

Four years ago Lindau, then vice-
president of establshed LS. radio rep
house Major Market Radwo, signed &
coniract to sell Radio Caroline's aatime.
When Carcling failed 1o materialise Major
Marke! nesigned the account.

MNow, he says, he has been relasned by
Eurad 54, the Panamanian company
which cwns the Panamanian-registered
ship, Cormmunicator, o sell aifeme for
Laser al 3250 per 30-second peah-time
comemercial. Neithes he nos e lawyers
associaled wilh the Laser venture — Glen
Feolle of Miami and Tony Modiis, a London
solcitor wha has advised Eurad SAon the
1967 Marine DHences Act and relsled
legislation in European countries — will
say who is backng Ewrad SA

Kolk refuses even bo say whether the
shareholdersare U5 or LK. cillizens, but
Lindaw does imply that some of them are
American commercial broadcasiens who

might kose thesr FCC hcences of o were
found that they had imwesied s overseas
radhd stabons.,

Accondsng to both Kol and Lindaw,
Laser has been sel up with no ofber bim
than to make money. “There & nolthing
|pofitical oo religious behend it,” says
Lindau. "People call and ask il ihe
Moonies are financing il, but that's not the
case, The people on the ship have a
standing instruction: il they can'l do a slory
iy thee Riwrs willhoul edilonalising oF being
political then they should drop the slory.~

According to Lindau, the slalion is
cosling bebween LISEH0,000 and $80,000
a mondh 10 fen al peesent: “The tatal
investment will be approaching 32 million
by ihe Lime we stan furning a prolil” he
says. “We don't have 3 pocked 5o deep we
can goon mdefinitely, bul | said when we
started that we would knce in S months
whether it would be & success o nol. I
we'ne nof lurning & profit by Christmas
thizn we wall have o rethink * Such a
“rethink™, he admits, might mean sellng
time {0 religious broadcasiens of
bepadcasiing more than just the
occasional 1D in 3 Eurcpean language

——
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Offences Act il it employs no UK
cilirens on board the shap, if it is
supplied from a counlry thal is not &

may advertise on the station — although

which might benefit from advertisemenis
placed by Amencan b3socisles would also
b in breach of the law,

slalule of any country which makes what
wit'te doing an offence,” he says. “There
s no aMinmative Basis on whach o
Prosecule us i any country.”

beeaking UK. Law by getting supplies from
a counlry ke Spain — nol & signalory 1o
the 1965 conventon. ]

Bul Lndau bebeves adveriners can b
altracted by Laset’s polenlal pan-
European coverage, al a lime when
“plebal marketing™ of brands is a
walChword am the LS. He Says he is
“talking™ to several mulli-national
adwerisers — although lew, il any, have
apparently signed up with The stalion so
Tar

1% he confdent of Success” “IU's sl a
little early o bell, I've gol 1o conless.” he
shys “I'we sold rads airlime long enough
10 kiviow thisl people who express interest
may turn skiffish when presenied with a
COnrac

“Everyone wanbed 1o kntw i we would
actually go on air, and be efficient and
business-hke,” he adds, and says that a
dipstick sumvey is now planned n “more
than one country” 1o gel a feel of Laser's
audsence.

“I think the time is right for us,” he says,
“with all the Lalk aboul global adverising,
and Sky Channel and the Music Beo”

One probiem which neithaer Lindaw nor
Folk expict is rouble wilh 1he L,

Tany Morris in London advises that
Laser s nod in beeach of the Maring

signatony 1o the 1965 European
Agreement lor the Prevenhion of
Broadcasts from Stations Dutside
Natonal Terilory; H the ship from which
the broadcasts are made & ovwned and
regislered aberoad and moored oulside
berritonial walers; and il there are no LUK
irvesboes in the ship or a related company.
Al the same Lime, no-one in the UK

it is unclear whelher a Brilish company

Gilen Holk does ademul that the stabion is
beroadcasling wilhoul a bence, ona_
frequency allocated 1o other broadcasters
by inbernational treaty and comention,
but says that makes it “vnhicensed”™ nol
“illegal”, "1 have not been able 1o hind any

He adds that Laser is able to avoid

Left: Bradley Ughetta from MMI

Right Page: Bridget, John Moss,
Sandra, Ellen & Roy Lindau.
(MMI New York Office)



Since May 24, 1984, Laser
58-All Burope Radio bas
been bresdesaning — eound
the cliock = & wide mivof
imiernational hit musk with
very linile exiraneom alk.
And by mid-Cictober 1984,
wbowt five million people in
il UK alone were koyal
Laaer listeners (souroe:
MARIE).

The aecret b Laser's
vessoens in really no weret 2t
all; we simply g the prople
what they wist — good
radic. Luser i enlertainmeny
wilh just the raghe mix of
meveriar, peraonalities, give-
aways knd mdverning. Our
listeseti kaoow chat whes By
v 1l el disd 1o 358 cm
e medium wave, they Tl
never be more thas one
minule sway from
CONLEMOTATY B,

We remin comaisen i
cH programming promise
and it warlks throughout e
enting beoadcasiang duy, The
cocepl ik merely vertical

programming, nothing ehe.
That's how people wast to
lisen no their radios. People
wnt the 1ype of music that
they moat enjoy, when
where and =henever.

On Laser 538 there are
anly ilx well igaced one-
earene iboay pes howar for
adverts, Each snnoescement
stasds oot bocauis it hay
mveiic @ both endi, W
believe chaven diluig
advenising effectivencis and
give listenen & remions 1o
chanpe statices. They know
the comemercial imesruption
is less thas & minute,

We've targeied our siation
16 be wslidly Fan-Furanean
Tt stalice nperases begally
I deasting fram
national walers al 25,000
watls. Laser"s nondirectional
astenng bess it broadexisy
10 10 particulas countey, but
ol greale popalarity is i
the UK, Hollund and
Belgium.

Mulrinackosal advertisers

ONE MINUTE
WARNING

Laser 558's programming policy cuts through the DJ and the ad
clusters. And the listeners love it, writes John Moas, pmurd‘-ni
of Music Madia International, which salls Laser’s

are juil sIENng i ke
advanisge of Lier 35E-All
Eurcpe Rudio's macive
sipmal coverage which resches
& toand of nine countries in
wterm europe. Ml lingeal
campaljEd aFe encouraped

Witk anly commencial ILR
SO operating in all of
the LFK, eher aenly i
rosces for Laser's beund of
round-the-clock conmbency.

Ini UK markets, if there is
oty ouree foomi] scarkos, it is
fiowced 1o provide & service
that i all thing 16 8l people.

By operating in
imbermational waiers we are
not !Htm:db} racdbetime
resirictiona in our
preseniation. Wi know the
list o, bosslk Forwaand o a
e when UK racdis
program=c have the wame
wdvariage.

Meanwhille, om markeiizg
ol i o be everyome's
second favouriie radio
simthon. We don't try bo ol fer
il indepils news, weaiher,

Jokn Moss: Laser is blaging o brai

timme and traflic covernps ihai
caly bocal radio stations and
the BBC can ofTar.

A Laier 358 we wctively
presote the wic of redio
advertising 10 adverlning
agencie and clienti alike. ¥
we promobe the wic of fads
a4 an advenising vehicle, 1he
budgens for e radin
community will ineree
Cuarently Bsile more thas
fwo por cent of all LK
advertiving ends up of Fadis.

Crar adienor undersiands
baiter than governmants and
same ad agencies thas the

world it petting r=aller
cveryday. There i ample
oppartunity for a8
Broadeasices 1 cagitalise asd
build Esernationsl, nsticnal
aned local radio ad p...d,;..

O Laier, music is the
intemnational langsage, As
e
liseaiag, we"ll costiset bo
brosdeas &8 esciling,

ERET el ASEricin-Ayle
racdie stazion that i solely
supponed by slvertising

b
Extracy from Radio Acodemy
Mepunletier

one, WNEW. Basically most of
us went to the suburban stations.
That’s what I did. I worked on a
couple of different suburban radio
stations as the midday host and

Music Director. aradio station. I was hoping to get
a full time radio job. I was reading
the New York Times employment
section and saw an advert that

read like this: “English speaking

How did Laser come about?
I was just out of school in 1985.
[ had a part time weekend shift on




European radio station looking for
an administrative assistant for their
New York office.” I said “What is
this? English speaking European
radio station?” I did not suspect
anything about pirate radio. So I
went down to the Madison Avenue
office of Music Media Interna-
tional. I had an interview with
John Moss, who had taken over
from Roy Lindau. He explained
to me what a pirate radio station
was; it’s in international waters
broadcasting from a ship in the
North Sea. He told me Radio
Laser was unique in the sense
it was all American jocks. That
was the appeal. He was looking
for administrative assistance,
like a secretary, to work in the
day to day office. So I thought
“Pirate radio? The North Sea?
What the heck is this?” Anyway
I went back and spoke to Donald
J. Barnett, the general manager
of WFUV at Fordham Univer-
sity. I told him; “There’s a job
in this office that represents a
pirate radio station. What do you
know about pirate radio?” His
response was “You will probably
not get paid but you will have
a really great time.” So I took
the job at Music Media Interna-
tional and assisted in the day to
day operations of the Madison
Avenue office.

14 1 haveé pictures of the studio.
Everything was on cart. 99

Who else was there at the time?

John Moss was running it. The
Sales force was Bradley Ughetta
and a woman named Ellen. Sandy
was the office manager. It was a
front because they couldn’t sell
advertising time in the UK. They
had to have a clandestine office.
They opened it up as Music Media
International where they sold time
on an international radio station.
Laser’s fan club was also based
there. They pitched multinational
corporations like Virgin Atlantic,
because Virgin Atlantic was coming
up at that time, and Coca Cola. Also
other small shops. It all went through
Music Media International. So that’s
how I ended up with Radio Laser.

Did you get from there to
London?
There was no London office.

You and a guest are invited 1o the

LASERDHE

First Anniversary Celebrafion

Friday, Mary 24, 1985 %-11 pm - af the

Hippodrame Comer - Leicester Square - London WIC2

Svitainn e Srrtfersilile
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John went there. He worked out
of a business centre somewhere.
He’s an incredible sales person.
He*s an incredible radio executive.
There was no official office. There
couldn’t be, we would have been
locked up. I did go there when
Laser was going to celebrate its
first year on the air. There was
supposed to be a big party at the
Hippodrome. It did not happen.
It was my first time in London. I
thought that it was the coolest place
to be. It was a dream come true.

Did you go to the ship?

1 did. One day John Moss called
me when I was at the Portobello
Hotel and said “Get ready we are
going to go to the ship. Meet me
and Joanne (his wife) at Victoria”.
I thought this could be fun. I met
him there with his wife. We took
the train to Ramsgate. [ asked “Who
are we meeting there?” He said
“Like some shady character.” |
thought that we were going out
on a big boat. We went out on
a speedboat. We were exposed
to the elements. Unfortunately,
the weather had turned when we
came back. There was thunder and
lightning. I thought “Oh my God, I
am going to die on the North Sea.”

How did you get on the ship?
We got there on the speedboat.
When we arrived, The Commu-
nicator crew and some dee jays
greeted us. Tommy (Rivers) was



(4 We get out on the ship (...) Charlie Wolf
was there. The other female jock was Erin
Kelly. Rick (Harris) was there. 2

L to r.: Craig Novak, Erin Kelly, Charlie

Wolf and Ric Harris.

not there. Ric (Harris) was there.
Chris Carson was there. Liz (West)
was not there. Tommy and Liz
were away in Morocco on a trip.
Charlie Wolf was there. The other
female jock was Erin Kelly. Jonelle
was not there. I had met Jonelle
off the ship. She came later. This
was in May 1985.

Before they had Holly Michaels

and Jessie Brandon.

They were way earlier. I never
met them. But [ was on the ship. [
have pictures of the studio. Every-
thing was on cart. [ continued to
work for Radio Laser in the New
York office until everything ended.

What happened after that? Did
it just close up one day or run
down gradually?

‘What happened was they could
not operate anymore, because the
DTI was circling them. They had
to sneak out of there in the middle
of the night. That was the end of it.

It was kind of sad. They were a
big deal. I remember the first time
I flew to London in May 1985.
It was when Virgin Atlantic first
began operating, so they only had
one flight in or out of Newark
airport every day. I flew first class.
I was 25 years old. I thought to
myself: [ am in London staying

at the Portobello Hotel, where
many rockers stay. I am having
a great time. I am eating Indian
food and I am going to record
stores. People knew about Radio
Laser, you heard it everywhere.

They were wall to wall at one
time. Every cafe or shop you
went into had Laser on. In
traffic jams, they were on.
On building sites, they were
playing.
I heard Laser more than I heard
Capital Radio. In the shops and
in the cars.

What did you do after Laser?

After that I got a job at a New
York suburban radio station,
WXPS 107.1. I was the Music
Director and the Midday Host
. Myself and the Programme
Director, Paul Cavalconte, devel-
oped a new format which is still
used today: Adult Album Alter-
native (Triple A). We were the
forerunners of developing this
format. From there, I became a
Shadow traffic reporter. I was not
in the helicopter but I worked in
the studios. I worked on some
very big radio stations as a traffic
reporter, such as Z100 which was
number one in the market. [ was
also the afternoon traffic reporter

for the classic rock station Q104.3.
Life in the #1 radio market was
fun but stressful, late night shows,
parties, etc. I ran myself down
and I developed Chronic Fatigue,
you call it ME here. I got really
sick. It was the kind of thing that
no one knew how to fix, how
to deal with it, how to treat it.
Someone said to me “Why don’t
you try acupuncture and Chinese
medicine?” That’s what I did. I
got better. It peaked my interest in
learning more about it. I ditched
my radio career to go back to
school to get a doctrine. I did
some radio on a part time basis
on a couple of different stations
when they needed me. But as [
began my acupuncture practice
I said “No. I’'m not doing radio
anymore”.

Fast forward: WFUV eventu-
ally became a NPR radio station,
National Public Radio. It’s part
of New York public radio. It’s a
member-supported, non- com-
mercial radio station that gets
most of its funding from listeners
and the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting. My friend, the late
Rita Houston, whom I worked
with at WXPS 107.1, became the
Programme Director. She was a
well respected, well known broad-
caster in America and especially
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The MV Communicator in 1984
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in the NPR world. She was the
kind of person who discovered
artists before everyone else. She
discovered artists like Adele and
Mumford and Sons. In 2018, we
were out one night to see Paul
Simon play his last show. A week
later, I got a phone call from Rita
while [ was in London on holiday.
She said “Hey, I want to talk to
you about something. Do you want
to come back and do some radio
for us? It’s like riding a bike, you
never forget how to do it.” I said
“Yes, sure why not?” So since
2018, I have been the Saturday
morning host on WFUV 90.7FM,
WFUV.org. You could stream it
worldwide. It’s a very popular
radio station that carries on the
triple A format that we developed.

You have also moved into
acupuncture and Chinese
medicine?

I have my own practice with
physiotherapists. I have studied
in China and taken post graduate
course work worldwide. I’ve also
lectured in London at the Uni-
versity of Westminster. It’s the
medicine for today. During the
peak of Covid, Chinese medicine
practitioners around the world
relied on the herbal medicine for-
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mulas that doctors were using in
the Wuhan hospitals to treat Covid.
And even post Covid, acupuncture
and Chinese medicine continues
to help. That’s my life. I live in
New York in Harlem. I am really
happy to start travelling again. |
am happy to be back in London.
It’s my second home. I hope to be
traveling more.

Listen to Janet Bardini on
Saturdays from 6-10am ET,
streaming on WFUV.org.

Janet Bardini interview by Chris
Edwards, transcribed by David
Burton © OEM 2022
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